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What are our aims in English?

 Celebrating the efforts and achievements of the children

 Offering a wide variety of opportunities to write and read extensively 

 Developing a love of writing and taking pride in what they produce

 Developing their ability to write in a technically accurate way to suit their audience 

which demonstrates their own style

 Developing a love of reading which is maintained throughout their lives 

 Developing the children’s understanding of grammatical rules and spelling

 Develop fluent handwriting  



What do we have to cover? 



Where can I access this information? 

School website 
 Curriculum / English  / year teams – for the objectives that we cover 

 Curriculum / English / National curriculum – find spelling lists for years 3 and 4 

/years 5 and 6 



How do we deliver English in school?

Start with a hook into the work that they are doing 

 A book, a film extract, a poem or set of poems, a piece of non fiction, a 

picture, a letter, a diary and so on

 Plan what our intended outcome is going to be including our audience and 

purpose for writing. 

 We could be writing to a parent, teacher or someone outside of school 



Example of a hook into a unit 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-picture-book-shed.html#

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-picture-book-shed.html


Examples of pupils’ work – year 3  



How do we develop the writing 

process in school?

 Immerse the children in lots of 

examples of the genre to identify text 

structure, sentence types, vocabulary 

choices 

 Carry out shared writing with the 

children in which we model a 

WAGOLL – What A Good One Looks 

Like and talk through the writing 

process. As we are writing we are 

modelling reasons for our choices. 



How do we develop the writing 

process in school?

 Carry out a writing task called the 

“Apprentice piece” which is a practise 

in preparation for the final piece of 

writing towards the end of the unit.  

 Following this, the teachers identify 

what your child needs as a focus 

group which will be taught as a small 

group in the next lesson. 

 For instance, do they need further work 

on vocabulary choices or using a 

range of sentence types. 

 The groups are flexible and responsive 

to the needs of each child as 

identified through the writing process



How do we develop the writing 

process in school?

 The final piece or “Master piece” of writing is completed. Teachers can still 

help/support/ question children during this process. 

 Children can then use editing ‘flaps’ to improve selected parts of their 

writing 

 Children are encouraged to talk about choices they are making in their 

writing and what the intended impact is on the reader. This can be recorded 

as text marking:









Examples of pupils’ work – year 6  



What do children have to help them 

in class?

Support

 Working wall – as the unit progresses, 

more information is added to the 

working wall which will help children

 Small focus group work that addresses 

the needs of particular pupils  

Challenge

 Children may be challenged by being 

asked to change the form, purpose or 

audience. For example they may be 

asked to write from an opposing 

viewpoint



How do we develop children’s 

understanding of reading?

 Ensure they have the necessary 

understanding of phonics in year three 

building on the work done at the infant 

school 

 Question them about what they have 

read and get them to justify their 

understanding through referring back 

to the text for their answers





How do we develop the reading 

process in school?

 We have invested in new guided reading books this year

 Each year group has sets of books which are suitable for different reading 

abilities

 We have adapted our approach to guided reading to ensure the children 

access good quality texts

 The approach is based on teacher modelling followed by 

independent/group application



What does a week look like in terms of 

guided reading? 



What do the books look like? 

Every child will have a copy of the key learning for the week which they will stick in their books. 

The work is set out over a double page.







What is the role of the teacher and any 

teaching assistants in class? 

 Have a clear knowledge of where the children are up to in their learning so they 

can base their input on where the children’s needs are

 Working with small groups during the lesson to provide them with support or 

challenge 

 Questioning the children to push for deeper understanding of the text

 Assessing, discussing with children either individually or in small groups and marking 

throughout the lessons to adapt tasks to the needs of the children

 Following up the lesson by adapting tasks as necessary the following day 



What can you do to help? 

 Read with your child every night and talk to them / question them about what they 
have read and get them to think about characters and possible next events. 
Encourage them to give you evidence to justify their responses

 Try to encourage your child to read a wide variety of text types – both fiction and non –
fiction 

 Encourage them to use the school library and visit the local library 

 Support your child with the written element of their homework – encouraging them to 
consider whether their choices of words that they have used are as effective as they 
might be 

 Practise spelling with children and get them to complete any tasks that accompany the 
spellings that have been set

 Encourage the children to read the work that they have completed and see if there is 
any way in which they could edit it to make it better

 Come into school to look at their books and see what they have been doing and 
celebrate their successes



What to look for in the lessons you are 

about to visit

 Working walls to see what support the children might be accessing

 Small focus groups that the children may be working in and what they are being taught

 Times when your child is expected to work independently 

 Any success criteria that they are working towards which guides them on how they know 
whether they are being successful

 Please ensure your child is able to work with their teacher – they could be called to the 
carpet in order to get further instructions from the class teacher

 What is happening this morning: - year 3 – poetry , year 4 – drama/ gathering ideas/ 
writing around Meerkat Mail (book) year 5 – playscripts, Year 6 – using ‘The Island’-
generating character feelings around the theme of prejudice 
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