
Learning journey History Vikings Year 4 (Spr 1st) 
 

 

Building on prior learning Theme overview Preparing for future 
learning 

Vocabulary 

Previously in year 4, the pupils will have 
covered the Anglo-Saxons and Scots.   
They learn about: 
where they came from and why they invaded 
Understand why they settled 
Know the importance of King Alfred 
Know the similarities and differences between 
Gods 
Know who King Cnut was and the impact he had 
on Britain 
 
Before the start of the unit they will be able to: 
Describe main features associated with a period 
/ civilisation 
- Describe causes and / or consequences of an 
historical event 
 

The pupils will know the 
Norse Gods 
 
They will study why the 
Vikings invaded Britain 
 
They will learn about what 
happened at Lindisfarne 
 
The pupils will investigate 
why Alfred signed a treaty 
with Guthrum 
 
They will study whether 
Vikings were the first to 
invade the America 
 
Using an artefact box the 
pupils will look at objects 
from the time. 

In the  Summer 2nd            
term the pupils will go onto 
study the Shang dynasty. 
 
They will learn about  
Know how we know about the 
Shang dynasty 
How it began 
What was life like for people 
What did they believe in 
Who General Fu Hao was 
How it ended 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



NC coverage and HWJS  skills development Knowledge organiser 
National curriculum coverage for history 
Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British and world history 
Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 
Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, 
difference and significance 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 
 
 
Through the study of Vikings, the pupils will: contribute to discussions on the 
significance of different aspects of the Viking impact. 
 
HWJS skills development 
Chronology: by exploring duration/timing (timelines) and locations (World maps) 
Change and continuity: The similarities between Norse and Anglo-Saxon gods 
Characteristic features: Investigating a Viking life artefacts 
Cause and consequence: Why Vikings came to Britain, conflict with Saxons   
Historical enquiry: Comparison of Lindisfarne evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connections / deepening understanding RADE Assessment 

English:  Viking poetry / How to train a dragon 
Enrichment: Portals from the Past workshop 

Promoting social development: 
Group working/collaboration 
Promoting cultural 
development: 
Developing an understanding of 
how our country has been 
shaped by incomers in the past. 

The pupils will be assessed through ongoing assessment using the 
retrieval practice activities at the start of each session. 
 
By the end of the unit interpret sources from what happened at 
Lindisfarne and know what happened at Lindisfarne. 

 


