
Learning journey History Medieval 
Monarchs 

Year 5  (Spr 2nd) 
 

 

Building on prior learning Theme overview Preparing for future 
learning 

Vocabulary 

Previously in year 5, the pupils will have 
covered the Benin Kingdom.   
They learn about: 
Be able to give key dates 
 
Know how it began and why it was successful 
 
Know which Europeans started trading with 
 
Understand the Golden age and its significance 
 
Know the transatlantic route 
 
Understand why Britain wanted a closer 
relationship 
 
 
Before the start of the unit they will be able to: 
 
Describe main features associated with a period 
/ civilisation 
 
Describe causes and / or consequences of an 
historical event 
 
 

The children will: 
 
The pupils will know who, in 
1066, was the rightful heir 
to the throne 
 
They will study who was 
responsible for the death of 
Thomas Becket 
 
They will learn about who 
was the worse King: Richard 
or John? 
 
The pupils will investigate in 
what ways was Edward I a 
‘great and terrible King’? 
 
They will study why Henry 
VIII initiated the English 
Reformation 
 
They will investigate 
whether Elizabeth I was 
‘weak and feeble’ 
 

In the Summer 2nd term the 
pupils will go onto study the 
Middle East.  
 
The pupils will learn 
Why is the ME important to 
different religions  
What was the OE 
What events led to the Arab-
Israeli war in 1948 
Why did they fight and how it 
changed the area 
What is the situation now 
Why is the ME important to 
different regions 
They will learn about  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



NC coverage and HWJS  skills development Knowledge organiser 
National curriculum coverage for history 
The pupils will:  
Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British and world history 
Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 
Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity, 
difference and significance 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 
 
HWJS skills development 
Chronology: The events leading up to and during the Battle of Hastings. 
Characteristic features: The importance of the Domesday book 
Change and continuity: The changes in Europe around religion in that period  
Cause and consequence: The factors influencing Henry’s desire to break with 
Rome  
Historical enquiry: Power of the monarchy – shifts of power monarch / parliament 
 

 
 

Connections / deepening understanding RADE Assessment 

English – Biography of a Tudor Monarch 
 
Art – About an artist Holbein 
 
  

Promoting social development: 
Group working/collaboration 
Promoting cultural 
development: 
Developing an understanding of 
how our country has been 
shaped by incomers in the past. 

The pupils will be assessed through ongoing assessment using the 
retrieval practice activities at the start of each session. 
By the end of the unit, the children will be able  
 
 

 

 


