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Building on prior learning Theme overview Preparing for future 
learning 

Vocabulary 

Before the start of the unit the 
children… 

The pupils know how to use an 
atlas and find key countries on a 

map.  
The pupils can use positional and 
directional vocabulary while using 

a variety of maps. 
The pupils have studied how rivers 

affect our environment  
The pupils have identified push 

and pull factors when it comes to 
migration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The pupils will learn what a biome 
is 

The pupils will identify the Earth’s 
major biomes 

The pupils will study what factors 
affect an ecosystem   

The pupils will compare the 
characteristics of two biomes  

The pupils will identify the 
characteristics of the savannah 

and tundra  
The pupils will study the world’s 

largest biome 

In KS3 understand how human and 
physical processes interact to 

influence, and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate; and 

how human activity relies on 
effective functioning of natural 

systems 
 
 
 

Biome  
Equator  

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of 
Capricorn 
Climate  

Temperature  
Longitude 
Latitude 

Ecosystems  
Fragile  

Precipitation  
Plastic  

Damage  
 

Biome 
Ecosystem 

Ocean 
Salt water 
Coral reef 

Marine 
Climate change 
Deforestation  

 



NC coverage and HWJS  skills development Knowledge organisers  
National curriculum coverage for Geography 

• locate the world’s countries 

• identify key topographical features and land-use patterns 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region in a European country, and a region within 
South America  

describe and understand key aspects of:  

• human geography, including: types of land use 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

HWJS skills development 
 

• Identify the Earth’s major biomes and describe key features 

• Compare different features of biomes 

• Explain factors that affect an ecosystem 

• Evaluate the impact climate change has on different biomes 

 

Connections / 
deepening 

understanding 
  
English – The Explorer 
Science - Evolution 

RADE 
Article 6 - (life, survival and development) Article 12 - 
(respect for the views of the child) Article 13 - 
(freedom of expression) Article 17 - (access to 
information from the media) Article 28 - (right to 
education) Article 29 - (goals of education) 

Assessment 
The pupils will be assessed through ongoing assessment using the 
atlas game and ‘Where am I?’ starter. 
 
By the end of the unit  children will be able to locate globally 
where particular biomes are typically found and the impact 
climate change is having. 
 



Assessment recording for the unit  - checking the level of pitch of the work  
Key skill(s)/ knowledge  to be 

assessed by the end of the unit 
Lower attaining 

 
Middle attaining  Higher attaining 

Key skills:  
 
Explain the factors affecting 
different ecosystems 
 

 
 
The pupils can explain differences 
between ecosystems 
 
 
 

 
 
The pupils can explain some 
factors affecting different 
ecosystems 
 

 
 
The pupils can explain multiple factors 
affecting different ecosystems 
 

Key knowledge : 
 
 
Know the Earth’s biomes and 
their key characteristics 

 
 
 
The pupils can label Earth’s 
biomes on a map 

 
 
 
The pupils can explain and describe 
most of Earth’s biomes  
 

 
 
 
The pupils can compare Earth’s biomes 
and explain why they vary   
 

NB: The assessments are completed for two reasons – to enable the class teacher and in turn the subject leader to evaluate the pitch of the learning within 

the unit in order to consider any necessary updates and for the class teacher to report to parents on the attainment of pupils in the end of year reports   

 


